Rouen Walk
Start from Pascaline and walk along Rue St Lo along back of Palais de Justice.  It was started in the early 15th century, finished in the 16th, rebuilt in the 19th century and badly damaged in 1944.  Some magnificent restoration is making good progress.  Note the entrance to demolished church of St Lo. Turn down rue du Bec and turn left into rue du Gros Horloge pausing to look at the belfry.  
There about 10 houses remaining from the end of the 14th century to the start of the 15th.  They are jettied and of a simple design.  There are about 85 dating between 1470 and 1520.  These have a stone base and originally had open shops that could be closed by shutters.
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Enter cathedral square; describe cathedral towers [the one on the left is the Tour St Romain built in the 12th century; the right-hand tower, Tour de Beurre, was named in the 17th century and was paid for by those eating butter and milk during lent.] Point out tourism office [Bureau des Finances built in 1510].
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Turn into rue St Romain with buildings dating from 15th to 18th centuries.  Note the china shops [A local legend that sprang up around the name of St. Romain) (631 A.D.), the former chancellor of the Merovingian king Clotaire II who was made bishop of Rouen, relates how he delivered the country around Rouen from a monster called Gargouille, having had the creature captured by a liberated prisoner.  The gargoyle's grotesque form was said to scare off evil spirits so they were used for protection.  In commemoration of St. Romain the Archbishops of Rouen were granted the right to set a prisoner free on the day that the reliquary of the saint was carried in procession.]
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The Archbishop’s Palace dates back to the 15th century.  The trial of Joan of Arc took place here in 1431; she was rehabilitated in 1456 when Charles VII retook Rouen but not canonised by the church until 1920.
Walk to the Place Bartélemy with the church of St Maclou.  Again, the buildings date between the 15th and 18th centuries.  [St Maclou was a missionary from south-west Wales.  He founded a church at the mouth of the Rance in northern Brittany, now known as St Malo.  He died in about 640.]
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Turn into Rue Martainville.  The north-west corner of the church has a renaissance fountain.  The north door shows the life of the Virgin with the Ark of the Covenant on the left and her death is on the right.
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Down the road at 184-186 is the Aître St-Maclou.  It is one of the last examples of a plague cemetery.  Built between 1526 and 1533, bones were housed in the upper stories until the 18th century.  The south side was built in 1640 but never housed bones.  It is now an art college.  
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Now go up the Rue Damiette with its many old buildings.  Ahead, you can see the tower of St Ouen’s church.
In the 16th and 17th centuries, buildings used an increasing amount of stone.  By the 1630s they became very ornate.  The elaborate building with the statues is the 17th century Hotel d’Etancourt.
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The Rue Eau-de-Robec was originally a street of cloth merchants.  Spinning and dying took place on the lower floors so a good source of water was vital.  The sheets of fabric would be left to dry in the workshop-attics.  The National Museum of education is housed in a building dating from 1470.
Go down side passage into Rue des Fault past church of St Ouen.  [St Ouen (600-684) was an important official at the Frankish courts of Clothar II and Dagobert I.  He did not become a priest until he was 40 and became Bishop of Rouen in 641.] The church was originally the abbey church of the Benedictine order.  It was started in 1315.  Progress slowed down during the Hundred Years’ War and it was not finished until the 16th century. It has a large, unaltered Cavaillé-Coll organ, described by Widor as a “Michelangelo of an organ”.  The chuch is just used for concerts.  The abbey building itself was vacated by the time of the Revolution and used as the Town Hall of Rouen.  The south door is known as the candle makers’ door because of the market that used to be here.  At this point we had a diversion into the gardens.  These, the former Benedictine abbey lands, are the only large scale public gardens in the centre of Rouen.  There is a statue of Rollon the first Duke of Normandy still hailed in the Channel Islands to settle boundary disputes.  [The person who fells that his property is being trespassed must get down on one knee and say “Ha Ro! Ha Ro! Ha Ro! A l’aide mon Prince! On me fait tort!”]  When called upon, the disputed properties become under the jurisdiction of the Duke [now Queen Elizabeth II] and the dispute has to be settled in the Privy Council.  Near to the abbey church is a replica of a Scandinavian stone carved with runes commemorating the links between Normandy and Scandinavia.
Cut through to the Place St Armand with its bust of Monet and then along the Rue de la Chaine to Place des Carmes with its statue of Flaubert.  Flaubert wrote Madame Bovary.  She met her lover in the cathedral and so the cathedral is seen on film and television productions of the novel.  Go down the Rue de Croix de Fer towards the Rue St Nicholas with more old buildings.

Turn into the Rue de Gros Horloge.  The archway holding the clock was built in 1527.  The figure of the Good Shepherd is supposed to be a reference to John the Baptist who appears in the old coat of arms of Rouen.  The house on the corner with the Rue des Vergetiers dates to 1580.  Next door is from the end of the 15th century.
Slip down the rue de la Vicompte with another collection of half timbered buildings into the Place de la Pucelle d’Orleans.  The Hotel de Bourgtherould, dating to the 16th century, is on the corner.  Next door is the Place Martin Luther King presumably originally Place St Eloi.  [St. Eloi (Eligius) was Bishop of Noyon-Tournai, born at Chaptelat near Limoges, Limoges in about 590 and died at Noyon in 660.]  The church of St Eloi has been handed over to the care of the Protestant community and hence it is now known as the Temple.  
Cut through to the Rue du Vieux Palais.  The old palace was situated at the corner of the old city roughly at the site of our hotel.  Draw attention to the way back to the Place du Vieux Marché as this is the end of the official walk.  It is best to go back along the Rue St Jacques.  Mention that the main road [Boulevard des Belges] is on the site of the old town walls.
